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© In an apparatus for operating and monitoring a plant, a manipulating device (3) provides the plant with 
manipulation signals for operating the plant In response to information supplied from the plant and a 
manipulating signal of the manipulating device, a first display data producing device (8A - 8G) produces first 
display data needed for the operation of the plant changing every moment On the basis of data supplied from 
the first display data producing device (8A - 8G), a first display device (2) displays information relating to the 
operation of the plant In response to information supplied from the plant and a manipulating signal of the 
manipulating device (3), a second display data producing device (7A, 7B) produces data needed for monitoring 
the plant. On the basis of data supplied from the second display data producing device (7A, 7B) a second 
display device (4). displays information relating to the monitoring of the plant on a larger display screen (4A, 4B) 
than that of the first display device (2). Information displayed by the first display device (2) and information 
displayed by the second display device (4) complement each other and make it possible to accurately operate 
and monitor the plant 
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PLANT OPERATING AND MONITORING APPARATUS 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a plant operating and monitoring apparatus for operating and 
monitoring a plant such as a power plant steel plant or chemical plant. 

s Operating and monitoring a large-sized plant such as a power plant, steel plant or chemical plant is 
desired to be easy for an operator to manipulate and understand. In order to satisfy such demands, it has 
been proposed to operate and monitor the plant by combining CRTs mounted on a manipulating and 
monitoring panel whereby the operator performs manipulation and monitoring with large-sized display 
devices as described in JP-A-63-1 59909. for example. The plant operating and monitoring apparatus 

w conventionally proposed is so configured that a large number of operators may watch simultaneously plant 
information on screens of large-sized display devices for expanding and displaying the same contents as 
those of the screen of the CRT's. As a result, grasp of an abnormal process state and decision of recovery 
processing can be executed by mutual consent A manager can give instructions to an operator while 
watching the same screen. 

is In a huge system such as a power plant, steel plant, or chemical plant, a large number of subjects in 
the system state must be monitored and a large number of complicated subjects must be controlled. In 
such a system, not only operators but also the manager of the huge system must shoulder an extremely 
heavy burden. The larger and the more complicated the system is, the heavier the burden on the operators 
and manager becomes. In operating and monitoring a huge system, therefore, an operating and monitoring 

20 system capable of positively lightening the burden on the operators and manager is necessary. That is to 
say, It becomes necessary to provide the operators and manager with accurate necessary information and 
common recognition. From such a viewpoint, it is hereafter demanded to accurately provide information 
needed by the operators and manager according to the state (such as start, normal operation, shutdown or 
abnormal state) of a huge system as described above by combining large-screen display devices allowing a 

25 plurality of persons to watch the screen with CRT display devices now in wide use. 

The above described prior art uses large-size display devices. Basically, however, the prior art only 
outputs, in accordance with selection and manipulation of an operator, information outputted to CRT display 
devices or other information stored in a computer for outputting information to the CRT display devices, to 
the large-screen display devices. Information needed by the operators or the manager is not outputted 

30 accurately according to the plant situation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a plant operating and monitoring apparatus capable of 
35 presenting accurately information needed by the operators and manager and providing the operators and 
manager with common recognition according to the plant state. 

In accordance with the present invention, a plant operation apparatus comprises a manipulating and 
monitoring panel having manipulating means and first display means for operating the plant, and second 
display means having larger display screens than those of the first display means and located behind the 
40 manipulating and monitoring panel. First plant information required for an operator to manipulate or monitor 
the plant is displayed or the first display means, whereas second plant information whereby the peripheral 
plant situation including the subject of manipulation or the subject to be monitored can be grasped is 
displayed on the second display means. 

Herein, plant data required for an operator to manipulate or monitor the plant such as the state and the 
45 current value of the manipulated device are referred to as first plant information, whereas plant data 
including plant data representing the influence exerted upon the influence by manipulating a plant device is 
referred to as second plant information. 

Together with plant information required for an operator to manipulate the plant and displayed on the 
first display means (CRTs), plant information including plant data influenced by the manipulation is 
so displayed on the second display means (the large-sized display devices). As a result, information required 
for monitoring the operation can be so provided that the operators and manager may understand the 
contents more easily while display contents of both display means are complementing each other. 

In accordance with the present invention as heretofore described, information directly needed for 
manipulation of an operator is displayed on the CRT display devices installed on the manipulating and 
monitoring panel, and information representing relationship so that situation of peripheral apparatuses 
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including a manipulated apparatus or a subject to be monitored may be grasped is displayed on the large- 
screen display devices installed behind the manipulating and monitoring panel. By making the most of the 
large-screen information, the operator applies feedback to manipulation information, manipulation being 
facilitated. In addition, a great number of people can understand the situation of the whole plant white 

5 understanding the situation of manipulation. While the CRT display devices and the large-screen display 
devices are complementing each other from the viewpoint of manipulation and monitoring, a large number 
of people can grasp information relating to the plant as significant information. As a result the reliability of 
the plant operation is further improved. 

Further, since a backup panel of normal system and a backup panel of safety system each comprising 

w manipulation means and display means are juxtaposed with a backup monitoring panel, the safety of the 
plant is further raised. Further, by making a surveillance test for confirming the soundness of devices and 
the system executable from these backup panels, the reliability and safety of the plant as a whole including 
operators are further raised. 

is BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a general configuration diagram showing an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 2 is a configuration diagram showing an example of a display control device: 

Fig. 3 is a configuration diagram showing an example of display data producing means of a CRT display 

apparatus; 

20 Fig. 4 is a configuration diagram showing an example of display data producing means of a large-screen 
display apparatus; 

Figs. 5 and 7 are diagrams showing examples of display screen means in display data producing means 
of the CRT display device and the large-screen display device, respectively; 

Figs. 6, 8, 9(a), 9(b), 10(a), 10(b), 11, 12 and 13 are diagrams showing examples of screen display on the 
25 CRT display devices and the large-screen display devices; 

Fig. 14 is a diagram showing an example of hierarchical display on the CRT display devices; 

Fig. 15 is a diagram showing the positional relation between a manipulating and monitoring panel and a 

backup monitoring panel; 

Fig. 16 Is a general configuration diagram showing another embodiment of the present invention; 
30 Rg. 17 is a diagram showing the signal delivery and receipt relations of the embodiment shown in Fig. 
16; 

Fig. 18 is a configuration diagram showing an example of a display control device in the embodiment of 
Fig. 16; 

Rg. 19 is a configuration diagram showing an example of application of the present invention; and 
35 Rg. 20 is a diagram for illustrating the operation in the configuration of Rg. 19. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Rgs. 1 to 4 show an embodiment of the present invention. 

Rg. 1 shows the general configuration of the present invention. A manipulating and monitoring panel 1 

40 comprises manipulating means 3A, 3B and 3C and seven first display means 2A - 2G required for an 
operator 5 to operate and monitor a plant (not illustrated). The first display means 2A to 2G are CRT display 
devices. The manipulating means 3A - 3C comprise switches or touch operation devices incorrorated into 
the CRT display devices. Behind the manipulating and monitoring panel 1, second display means 4A and 
4B having larger display screens than those of the first display means 2A - 2G are installed. Hereafter, the 

46 second display means 4A and 4B are referred to as large-screen display devices. Owing to such 
configuration, the operator 5 can grasp not only information displayed on the CRT display devices 2A - 2G 
installed on the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 but also information displayed on the large-screen 
display devices 4A and 4B. Further, a person 6 who Is in duty bound to manage the whole plant (hereafter 
referred to as manager) is also capable of grasping information displayed on the large-screen display 

so devices 4A and 4B. Therefore, information grasp, i.e., plant monitoring is further enhanced. 

On the CRT display devices 2A - 2G disposed on the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 , information 
required for the operator 5 to operate and monitor the plant is displayed as shown in Rg. 2. Display data 
supplied to the CRT display devices 2A - 2G are respectively produced by first display data producing 
means 8A, 8B, 8C t 8D, 8E, 8F and 8G on the basis of information supplied from a plant 9 or the result of 

55 manipulation of the operator 5 conducted by using the manipulating means 3A - 3C. The operator 5 needs 
information required to operate the plant 9 changing every moment. Information relating to this is produced 
by the first display data producing means 8A - 8G. 

On the other hand, information displayed on the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B is monitored 
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by not only operators but also a manager monitoring the plant Information displayed on the large-screen 
display devices 4A and 4B is monitored by a great number of people In all operating modes such as plant 
start, normal operation, shutdown and abnormality. On ail such occasions, suitable information must be 
presented. Information displayed on the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B of Fig. 1 is mainly 

s information at the time of normal operation. In this example, detailed first plant information as displayed on 
the CRT display devices 2A - 2G is not outputted, but second plant information which is systematic and 
functional is outputted. The large-screen display devices 4A and 4B are so configured that the general 
configuration of the plant 9 and parameters important to plant administration may be displayed. As the 
message and states of important devices change In the general configuration of the plant according to the 

io operation state, numerical values of important parameters are displayed every moment Such information is 
produced by second display data producing means 7A and 7B on the basis of data supplied from the plant 
9 and information supplied from the manipulating means 3A - 3C. 

Information comprising the general system diagram of the plant and important parameters as in the 
above described example is referred to as plant summary information. 

;s From the viewpoint of easiness of information processing, it is desirable that the second and first 
display data producing means 7A, 7B and 8A - 8Q are implemented by using a computer. 
Rg. 3 shows an example of the display data producing means 8. 

Display screen menu means 81 has a plurality of menus associated with function keys 81 A as shown in 
Fig. 5. If a key 1 in the function keys 81 A is selected, for example, a display screen menu showing 

20 information which can be displayed on the CRT display device 2A which is the first display means is 
displayed on the CRT display device 2A. Information displayed on the CRT display device 2A is necessary 
information for the operator 5 who manipulates the manipulating and monitoring panel 1. 
Screen information is displayed on the CRT display device 2A in the following manner. 
An output signal of the display screen menu means 81 is inputted to an input data section 84. Upon 

25 taking in output signals of the display screen menu means 81 and manipulating signal decision means 83, 
the input data section 84 gains access to a knowledge base storage section 86. Among screen information 
so stored beforehand as to correspond to menus, screen information relating to a requested menu signal is 
outputted from the knowledge base storage section 86 to an output data section 85. Out of manipulating 
signals of the manipulating means 3A - 3C, the manipulating signal decision means 83 selects a 

30 manipulating signal relating to the requested menu signal inputted from the display screen menu means 81 
to the input data section 84. The output data section 85 compounds the output information of the knowledge 
base storage section 86 and output information of the manipulating signal decision means 83, and outputs 
the resultant composite signal to selecting means 88 and editing means 89. The selecting means 88 selects 
plant information relating to screen information outputted from the output data section and outputs the plant 

35 information thus selected to the editing means 89. The editing means 89 compounds the screen information 
supplied from the output data section 85 and output information supplied from the selecting means 88 and 
outputs the resultant composite signal to the CRT display device 2A as screen information which is 
necessary for the operator 5 of the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 . 
Concrete examples of display will now be described In detail. 

40 In case manipulation of a control rod Is to be executed, the operator first selects a key 2, for example, 
in the display screen menu means 81 A. As a result, information of a control rod control system is outputted 
from the knowledge base storage section 86 to the selecting means 88 and the editing means 89 via the 
output data section 85. The plant information relating to the control rod control system and this information 
of the control rod control system are compounded. A resultant screen information is outputted to the CRT 

45 display device 2A. A picture shown in Fig. 6, for example, is displayed on the screen of the CRT display 
device 2A. The operator 5 gives instructions with respect to "manipulating mode", "drive mode", "sequence 
type" and "control rod No." by means of manipulation in the form of touch operation. Shaded portions of 
Rg. 6 display the result of manipulation conducted by the operator 5. As a result of selection of a control 
rod performed by the operator 5, the dark shading portions on the control rod coordinate diagrams shown 

so on the left side of Rg. 6 indicate selected control rods in association with control rod addresses (such as 
26-27, 26-35, 34-27 and 34-35). Rg. 6 shows an example of display on a CRT with touch operation. Since 
manipulating means are displayed, manipulation and information (such as information of drive states of 
control rods) obtained as a result of manipulation are outputted onto the same screen. It is a great 
convenience for the operator to confirm the manipulation state. 

55 In this case, information may be distributed to the CRT display devices 2B-2G in addition to the CRT 
display device 2A and displayed on them. 

On the basis of plant information (including an alarm signal), abnormality decision means 87 determines 
whether a plant abnormality is present or not When an abnormality is present, the abnormality decision 
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means 87 determines which system has the abnormality and outputs the result of decision to the input data 
section 84. If the abnormality decision means 87 judges an abnormality to be present, the input data section 
84 gains access to the knowledge base storage section 88 to make it output screen information relating to 
the system wherein the abnormality occurs to the output data section 85. The editing means 89 compounds 

s the screen information supplied from the output data section 85 and relating information supplied from the 
selecting means 88, and outputs the resultant composite signal to the CRT display device 2A. If an 
abnormality occurs in a feed water control system, the value of feed water, the number of revolutions of a 
feed water pump of turbine drive type and the state of a feed water pump of motor drive type for backup, 
for example, are displayed on the CRT display device 2A together with the system diagram of the feed 

io water system. As a result, the operator 5 can easily judge what should be manipulated or what should be 
confirmed on the basis of this information. When an abnormality occurs in the plant 9, an automatic-manual 
changeover switch 82 functions to decide whether information relating to occurrence of an abnormality is to 
be automatically outputted to the CRT display device 2A or not By switching the automatic/ manual 
changeover switch to the manual side, menus displayed on the display screen menu means 81 can be 

75 selected. 

On the CRT display device 2A, information directly needed when the operator 5 manipulates or monitor 
the plant is displayed. 

Display on the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B forming the second display means will now be 
described. 

20 Fig. 4 shows an example of display data producing means 7. 

The display screen menu means 71 has a plurality of menus associated with function keys 71 A as 
shown in Rg. 7. The display screen menu means 71 Is functionally the same as the display screen menu 
means 81, but they differ in screen information associated with function keys. In case of Rg. 3, information 
directly needed for the manipulation of the operator 5 is assigned, whereas in case of Rg. 4, information for 

25 grasping the peripheral plant situation including the subject of manipulation manipulated by the operator 5 
or the subject of monitoring, i.e., the operation situation of the plant as a whole is assigned. 

The output signal of the display screen menu means 71 is inputted to an input data section 74. Upon 
taking in output signals of the display screen menu means 71 and manipulating signal decision means 73, 
the input data section 74 gains access to a knowledge base storage section 76. Among screen information 

30 pieces so stored beforehand as to correspond to menus,, screen information relating to the requested menu 
signal is outputted from the knowledge base storage section 76 to an output data section 75. Out of 
manipulating signals of the manipulating means 3A - 3C, the manipulating signal decision means 73 selects 
a manipulating signal relating to a signal inputted from the display screen display menu means 71 to the 
input data section 74. The output data section 75 compounds the output information of the knowledge base 

35 storage section 76 and the output information of the manipulating signal decision means 73, and outputs a 
resultant composite signal to process information selecting means 791 and editing means 79. The process 
information selecting means 791 selects process information relating to screen information outputted from 
the output data section 75, and outputs this process information to the editing means 79. The editing means 
79 compounds the screen information supplied from the output data section 75 and the output information 

40 of the process information selecting means 791 and outputs a resultant composite signal to distributing 
means 78. In response to a distribution command signal supplied from the input data section 74, the 
distributing means 78 distributes these screen information pieces to two large-screen display devices 4A 
and 4B. The distribution command signal is produced by screen display form command means 711. This is 
predetermined in association with function keys similar to those of the display screen menu means 71 . That 

45 is to say, how screen information is distributed to the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B is selected by 
the operator 5 and the manager 6. Screen information supplied from the distributing means 78 is outputted 
to the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B. Rg. 1 exemplifies the display screen. On the upper part of 
the large-screen display device 4A, rate of flow of core (xxxx T/H), important alarms and alarms for 
respective systems are displayed. On the other hand, generated output (xxxx MW), time information, and 

so operation state message (such as manipulation situation of the operator and situation of start, shutdown and 
output change of the plant) are displayed on the upper part of the large-screen display device 4B. The 
general system of the plant and the plant state and process variable which are important in this system are 
so displayed as to spread over both large-screen display devices 4A and 4B. An expanded view of this 
portion is shown in Rg. 8. 

55 With reference "to Rg. 8, RCIC (reactor core isolation cooling system), HPCS-B and HPCS-C (high- 
pressure core cooling system), and RHR-A, RHR-B and RHR-C (residual heat removal system) are 
information pieces relating to the safety system. They are information pieces for indicating the operation 
situation of that system. In the central position of the large-screen display device 4A, information of reactor 
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pressure and reactor water level is displayed as important information relating to the nuclear reactor. MSIV 
denotes main steam isolation valves and opening/closing states of these valves are displayed. MSV denotes 
a main stop valve for Intercepting steam inputted to a turbine. CV denotes a control valve for controlling the 
flow rate of steam inputted to the turbine. BPV denotes turbine bypass valves and represents the operation 
5 state of these valves. A generator G is coupled to the turbine. An electric system displayed laying stress on 
states of switches is connected to this generator G. T/D-A, T/D-B and M/D-A represent states of feed water 
pumps and CP represents states of condensate pumps. By indicating states of respective valves and 
pumps with colors, the opening/closing states of valves and the start/stop states of pumps can be easily 
judged. 

io By thus displaying the general system of a nuclear plant over a plurality of large-screen display devices 
4A and 4B, even a person who is not close to the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B can easily 
understand contents of the plant state, resulting in enhanced visual recognition. 

The display data producing means 7 can display the field situation of the plant on the large-screen 
display devices 4A and 4B as image information. By using the screen display form command means 71 1 , a 

15 command signal for specifying the plant field to be monitored is taken into the input data section 74. This 
command signal is taken into image selecting means 792 via the output data section 75. On the basis of the 
command signal of the plant field, the Image selecting means 792 selects corresponding image information 
and outputs the Image information to a changeover switch 793. In response to the command signal of the 
input data section 74, the changeover switch 793 is changed over to the image selecting means and image 

20 information is outputted to the large-screen display device 4B. On the other hand, the input data section 74 
outputs a command for preventing information supplied from the editing means 79 from being distributed to 
the distributing means 78. As a result the output signal of the editing means is outputted to the large-screen 
display device 4A. Examples of display at this time are shown in Figs. 9(a) and 9(b). Fig. 9(a) is displayed 
on the large-screen display device 4A, and Rg. 9(b) is displayed on the large-screen display device 4B. 

25 By thus displaying the situation of plant field on the large-screen display device as image information, a 
great number of people can grasp the plant state more easily and realistically. 

The image information of plant field is displayed on the large-screen display device 4B. However, a 
display device for exclusive use of image information may be so installed as to be adjacent to these large- 
screen display devices and display only image information thereon. 

30 In case image information is outputted to the large-screen display device 4B in Fig. 14, the amount of 
change of information displayed on the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B as well as change 
processing can be reduced by installing means for specifying a region on the large-screen display device 
4B instead of the changeover switch 793. Since change portions of the displayed information are reduced, 
people watching screens of these large-screen display devices can easily determine which portions have 

35 changed. 

Abnormality decision means 77 shown in Fig. 4 has the same function as that of the abnormality 
decision means 87 shown in Rg. 3. In the same way as the description with reference to Rg. 3, information 
as shown in Rgs. 10(a) and 10(b) can be displayed on the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B. 

Rgs. 10(a) and 10(b) show the case where abnormality occurs in the feed water system as an example. 

40 At the time of normal operation, the general configuration diagram of the plant is displayed on the large- 
screen display devices 4A and 4B as shown in Rg. 1. If an abnormality occurs in such a display state, the 
general configuration diagram of the plant scaled down is displayed on the large-screen display device 4A 
as shown in Rg. 10(a) and a portion wherein a trouble has occurred (a shaded portion in Rg. 10(a)) is 
displayed with flashing or a color change. As shown in Rg. 10(b), detailed information (detailed conftgura- 

4$ tion diagram and parameters) relating to the trouble portion is displayed on the large-screen display device 
4B, By watching the large-screen display means having such display contents when an abnormality occurs 
in the plant the operator, manager or another person can easily and systematically understand which 
portion a trouble has occurred in and the current state of that portion. Each person can obtain common 
recognition with respect to the abnormality of the plant. This also facilitates subsequent dealing. 

so By making the most of large-screen information and applying feedback to the manipulation information 
as heretofore described, the operator can perform manipulation more easily. In addition, a great number of 
people can understand the situation of the whole plant while understanding the situation of manipulation. 
While the CRT display devices forming the first display means and the large-screen display devices 
forming the second display means are complementing each other from the viewpoint of manipulation and 

55 monitoring, a great number of people can thus grasp information relating to the plant as significant 
information. 

Rg. 11 shows an example of display on the CRT display device 2D and the large-screen display 
devices 4A and 48 in normal operation. On the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B, information Is 
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displayed so that the manager may grasp the history from the past on the basis of the current detailed plant 
situation. As an example of important information, the water level and pressure of the nuclear reactor are 
shown In Fig. 11 as trend information. The water level and pressure are displayed as a function of hour and 
day on the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B. On the other hand, the trend information is displayed 
5 on the CRT display device 2D as a function of second or minute so that the change may be seen every 
moment 

Fig. 12 shows an example of display of operation plan and actual operation results on the targe-screen 
display device 4 at the time of plant start. With reference to Fig. 12, VC P is a characteristic diagram 
showing the operation plan of the degree of vacuum of the condenser, DO p a characteristic diagram 

70 showing the operation plan of concentration of oxygen dissolved in reactor water, RP P a characteristic 
diagram showing the operation plan of pressure of the nuclear reactor, TM P a characteristic diagram 
showing the operation plan of temperature of reactor water, NT P a characteristic diagram showing the 
operation plan of the number of revolutions of the turbine, and GW P a characteristic diagram showing the 
operation plan of the generator plan. These characteristics of operation plans are inputted from the 

T5 manipulating means 3A - 3C by the operator before the plant start, edited by computers incorporated in the 
display data producing means 8A - 8C, and set. VCo represented by a broken line is an actual characteristic 
diagram showing the progress of the degree of vacuum of the condenser until then, DOo an actual 
characteristic diagram showing the progress of concentration of oxygen dissolved in reactor water until then, 
RP 0 an actual characteristic diagram showing the progress of pressure of the nuclear reactor until then, 

20 TMo an actual characteristic diagram showing the progress of temperature of reactor water until then, TN 0 
an actual characteristic diagram showing the progress of the number of revolutions of the turbine until then, 
and GWo an actual characteristic diagram showing the progress of generator output until then. By taking the 
time whereat generators are scheduled to be connected in parallel to supply power from the plant as zero 
on the time axis, Fig. 12 shows the state whereat the plant operation arrives until approximately three hours 

25 elapse since parallel connection. 

A plurality of important parameters of both plan and actual results of plant situation at the time of plant 
start are displayed on the large-screen display device 4 in a trend form. Therefore, the manager and other 
operators, not to mention the operator manipulating the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 can accurately 
grasp the plant situation. Further, it is possible to make the knowledge relating to the plant state common to 

30 these operators and the manager. Even if the operator is alternated, therefore, the operation can be 
continued without any puzzlement. Further, even if the operator temporarily leaves the place, the state from 
the past can be easily grasped because the display information is plant summary information which is long 
in time. 

Fig. 13 shows a display example of a picture for confirming the operation sequence of a guard interlock 
35 circuit of the plant displayed when an abnormality occurs in the plant. With reference to Fig. 13, numeral 22 
denotes names of signals for actuating the interlock circuit, numeral 23 components of the interlock circuit, 
and numeral 24 results obtained when the interlock circuit is activated. With reference to Fig. 13, the display 
data producing means 8A and 8B judge interlock operation contents 23 on the basis of the states of the 
signal 22 and display whether the result is established or not with colors. In the same way as the time of 
40 start or shutdown, display of the screen when an abnormality was occurred is changed over at a request of 
the operator or the manager. 

The operator sometimes desires to see detailed information on the CRT display device 2. By presenting 
hierarchical display as shown In Fig. 14 in this case, the operator can understand the situation more easily 
and accurately and can execute the corresponding manipulation. Fig. 14 shows an example of hierarchical 
45 expression of system diagrams and device states. In the same way, manipulation procedures and other 
Information can also be displayed hierarchically. This is produced by the display data producing means 8A 
-8G. 

Display contents of the CRT display device 2 and the targe-screen display device 4 have heretofore 
been described. Placement relations of the backup monitoring panel having the manipulating and monitoring 
so panel 1 and the large-screen display device 4 installed thereon will now be described. 

Fig. 15 shows placement relations of the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 and the large-screen 
display devices 4A and 4B. Viewing from the operator 5, the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B are 
installed behind the manipulating and monitoring panel 1. It is now assumed that li denotes the average 
curve linking displays on the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 and 1 2 denotes the average curve linking 
55 surfaces of the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B. Structure relations of the large-screen display 
devices with respect to the manipulating panel 1 are so determined that the radius of curvature of I2 may 
not be smaller than the radius of curvature of 1 1 . 

Let two points whereat the display surface comes in contact with the curve tt be Pt and Qi, and let an 
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angle subtended by lines respectively perpendicular to two tangential lines be &\ . Radius Ri of curvature of 
the curve 1 1 is represented as 

R i - (1) 



where Si is the length of an arc between the points Pi and Qi . 

In the same way, the radius R2 of curvature of the curve 1 2 is represented by the following equation. 

as 2 



*. ■ tot < 2 > 



If the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 and the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B are thus 
configured, the manager and other operators existing behind the operator 5. not to mention the operator 5 
manipulating the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 can see the summary of manipulation of the operator 
5 in association with the display contents of the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B. Therefore, they 
can easily understand the situation of the plant. In addition, they can judge to some extent how the operator 
5 is manipulating. Especially, a person existing immediately behind the operator 5 and watching the display 
contents of the large-screen display device can understand the manipulation of the operator 5 well. 

With reference to Fig. 15, the curve li is so determined that the mean square of distance between the 
display panel of the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 and the curve li may be minimized. The curve I2 
is so determined that the mean square of distance between the display panel and the large screen display 
device 4A/4B and the curve 1 2 may be minimized. As a matter of course, however, various modifications 
may be used without departing from the present spirit. 

In the above described example, two large-screen display devices are installed. However, the number of 
the large-screen display devices may be 1, 3 or another Integer. It is a matter of course that the 
manipulating and monitoring panel 1 is not limited to the row of three panels shown in Fig. 1 5. 

Fig. 16 shows another embodiment of the present invention. In the embodiment shown in Fig. 16, a 
backup panel 40 of safety system whereon manipulation relating to the safety of the plant can be conducted 
and a backup panel 41 of normal system whereon manipulation relating to the normal operation of the plant 
can be conducted are juxtaposed with a backup monitoring panel comprising the targe-screen display 
device 4. 

Manipulating means of the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 comprises a combination of man- 
ipulating switches and touch operation devices of the CRT display device 2. The latter ones have a far more 
manipulating functions. Thereby the size of the manipulating and monitoring panel is reduced. This function 
is achieved by computer processing. If the computer fails, however, this function is lost and plant operation 
is disabled. In order to prevent this, reliability is improved by providing computers with redundancy. In order 
to implement a plant system having higher reliability, however, backup panels 40 and 41 are provided. 

The backup panel 40 of safety system comprises manipulating means whereby principal manipulation 
relating to the safety of the plant can be conducted and display means (including indicators) capable of 
displaying information relating to the safety of the plant. In addition, the backup panel 40 of safety system is 
so configured that surveillance test for testing whether devices and systems relating to the safety of the 
plant are sound or not may be executed. The backup panel 41 of normal system comprises manipulating 
means whereby principal manipulation relating to the normal operation of the plant can be conducted and 
display means (including indicators) capable of displaying principal parameters of the plant. In addition, the 
backup pane! 41 of normal system is so configured that surveillance test for testing whether devices and 
systems relating to the normal operation of the plant are sound or not may be executed. 

Relations in manipulation of the backup panels 40 and 41 with respect to the manipulating and 
monitoring panel 1 are shown in Fig. 17. Manipulation commands from the backup panel 40 of safety 
system, the backup panel 41 of normal system and the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 are outputted 
to the plant 9 via logical sum means 42. Further, manipulation commands of the backup panel 40 of safety 
system and the backup panel 41 of normal system are taken into the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 
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to make it possible to execute state monitoring. Especially when the surveillance test is executed by using 
the backup panels 40 and 41 , state monitoring can be executed on the manipulating and monitoring panel 1 
as well as hence the situation grasp of the plant is further improved. 

As illustrated, the backup panel 40 of safety system and the backup panel 41 of normal system are 

s installed behind the manipulating and monitoring panel 1. At the time of surveillance test, therefore, the 
operator 5, the manager 6 and other operators can see what sort of test manipulations are conducted by a 
testing person. Therefore, it is possible to easily confirm what sort of surveillance test is being executed or 
whether an error is present in manipulation or not Reliability of the plant operation can be further improved. 
In the present example shown in Fig. 16, the backup panel 40 of safety system and the backup panel 

jo 41 of normal system are so juxtaposed with the large-screen display devices 4A and 4B as to sandwich 
them. Since those backup panels are physically separated, the operators and the manager can distinguish 
one of those backup panels from the other. 

Input information to the backup panel 40 of safety system and the backup panel 41 of normal system 
are produced by converting data of the plant 9 and the manipulating means 3A - 3C into display data in 

75 display data producing means 43 and 44 as shown in Fig. 18. 

Fig. 19 shows an example of application of the present invention to a manipulating and monitoring 
device of interrogation-response type. With reference to Fig. 19, 4A - 4C denote large-screen display 
devices. In this example, three large-screen display devices are installed. Numeral 90 denotes a speaker, 
and a numerals 91-93 denote wireless microphones of headphone type. Transmission frequencies of the 

20 wireless microphones 91 - 93 are changed from microphone to microphone. A voice receiving and 
recognizing device 94 can discriminate the microphone transmitting the signal. Numeral 95 denotes a 
maintenance console, and numeral 951 denotes its CRT display device. Numeral 952 denotes an input 
keyboard and a mouse. 

Inputs from the manipulating means 3A - 3C. inputs from the CRT display devices 2A - 2G by means of 

25 touch operation, and inputs from the keyboard and mouse 952 of the maintenance console 95 are taken into 
an input control device 96 and outputted to a display/output control device 100, an optical disk retrieving 
device 97, or the maintenance console 95 as instructions. An optical disk 98 stores information relating to 
maintenance procedures and repair procedures including drawing, photographs and characters. 

Voice input signals from the wireless microphones 91 - 93 are received and recognized by the voice 

30 receiving and recognizing device 94 and transmitted to an input composition analyzing device 99 as a 
character train. The input composition analyzing device 99 analyzes the meaning of this character train, 
converts it into instructions for devices including the above described display/output control device 100, and 
outputs the resultant instructions. 

Fig. 20 shows examples of operation of respective devices shown in Fig. 19. Operation of the operator 

35 and operation of relating information presenting devices conducted when an abnormality has occurred in the 
instrumentation control system of the plant are shown in Fig. 20. 

When a diagnostic program within the maintenance console senses the occurrence of an abnormality, 
diagnosis for locating the abnormal portion is started. A message of this diagnosis start is given by the CRT 
display device 951 included in the maintenance console 95 and voices. At the time of start, diagnosis is 

40 executed by using automatically collected information. However, there may be a situation wherein the 
abnormal portion cannot be located by using the automatically collected information alone. In the example 
shown In Fig. 20, this situation occurs and manual information inputting becomes necessary. Therefore, it is 
requested to input necessary information by the CRT display device 951 in the maintenance console 95 
and voices. In response to this, an operator 5A taking charge of maintenance inputs answer information with 

45 respect to the request information. With reference to Fig. 20, voltage of a certain device is measured and 
"4.0 V, for example, is inputted. By this information, location of the failure portion is finished. A message 
information of this is outputted by means of the CRT display device 951 and voices. 

If the diagnosis is finished, work for checking the validity of the result by all operators of the manager is 
started. First of all, the operator 5A inputs "Display the progress of diagnosis on large-screen display device 

so 4A." by means of voices. This voice input Is converted into an Instruction for the display/output control 
device 100 by the voice receiving and recognizing device 94 and the input composition analyzing device 
99. Upon receiving this instruction, the display/output control device 100 successively displays the progress 
of diagnosis on the large-screen display device 4A In the course of study of diagnosis results conducted by 
all operators and the manager, "Display the configuration diagram of feed water system" is inputted by 

55 means of voices in order to show the configuration diagram of the feed water system to ail operators and 
the manager. In response to this, the configuration diagram of the feed water system is displayed on the 
large-screen display device 4A The input composition analyzing device 99 has a dialogue history record, 
and insufficient information of the input composition is complemented by this storage. 
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The diagram displayed on the large-screen display devices 4A - 4C is studied by aJI operators and the 
manager. It is now assumed that it becomes necessary in the course for the operator 5B to confirm the 
value of feed water flow. The operator 5B inputs "Display feed water flow on the CRT display device 2C." 
and confirms the value of feed water flow on the CRT display device 2C. When the value of a state variable 

5 is inquired, the display/output control device 100 outputs the value by means of voices. By means of 
voices, therefore, "feed water flow is 6300 t/h" is simultaneously outputted. As a result, ail the operators and 
the manager are capable of knowing the value of feed water flow. 

It is now assumed that in the course of study among operators or managers it has become necessary 
for all the members to see the system diagram of the feed water turbine system. Therefore, an operator 5C 

10 inputs "Display the feed water turbine system diagram on the large screen" by means of voices, and the 
diagram is displayed on the large-screen display device. 

If the study of diagnosis results is finished, the operator 5A goes back to the maintenance console 95 
and starts preparation of repair of the failure portion, if "Display repair procedure on the maintenance 
console" is inputted, this input is converted into a processing instruction to be supplied to the optical disk 

is retrieving device 97 by the voice receiving and recognizing device 94 and the input composition analyzing 
device 99. In response to this, the optical disk retrieving device 97 performs retrieval on the optical disk 98 
and displays the repair procedure on the CRT display device by means of photographs, drawing and 
composition. Thereafter, the operator 5A make inquiries of various kinds of information for repair through the 
maintenance console. 

20 The instrumentation control system is typically multiplexed, When the above described diagnosis is 
made, the operation of the plant Is continued by activating a stand-by system. 

In the example of Fig. 19, voices are used in all cases. However, the same input operation may be 
conducted by using manipulating means, a keyboard and a mouse. 

By thus applying the present invention to a manipulating and monitoring device of interregationresponse 

25 type, all operators or managers are able to study the result of diagnosis while they are consulating together. 
At that time, information needed by all members and information needed by individuals can be separately 
outputted to suitable Information presenting devices. Further, since the operators can consult together while 
they are freely moving in the control room, study of diagnosis results can be efficiently executed. Further, 
since an optical disk has a large storage capacity and readout of information stored therein can be 

30 performed at high speed, information including photographs and drawing can be efficiently used. Further, 
since an optical disk has a large storage capacity, sequence diagrams of electric system and mechanical 
system diagrams of piping and devices frequently used at the time of occurrence of an abnormality in a 
plant can be stored page by page as they are. 

In Fig. 19, signed lines are represented by single lines for brevity. 

35 

Claims 

1. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) and first display means (2) 
40 for operating a plant, first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform manipulation or 
monitoring being displayed on said first display means (2); and 

second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second 
display means (4) having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said first display means (2), 
second plant information for making it possible to grasp peripheral plant situation including a manipu- 
45 lated subject of manipulation or a subject of monitoring being displayed on said second display means 
(4) 

2. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein said plant information 
including information representing the Influence of manipulation of said subject of manipulation on said 

so plant is displayed on said second display means (4). 

3. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein said second plant information 
including history information of a state variable of said plant is displayed on said second display means 
(4). 

55 

4. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein detailed information of a 
subject of monitoring relating to an abnormality of said plant is displayed on said second display 
means (4) when the abnormality has occurred. 
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5* A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) and first display means (2) 
for operating a plant, first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform manipulation or 
monitoring being displayed on said first display means (2); and 

second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second 
display means (4) having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said first display means, 
information indicating the state of subject of manipulation manipulated so as to correspond to the 
operation mode of said plant being displayed on said second display means. 

6. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus according to Claim 5. wherein said information indicating 
the state of subject of manipulation includes information for specifying the subject of manipulation, a 
manipulation command value, a current value and a change value. 

7. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) and first display means (2) 
for operating a plant, first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform manipulation or 
monitoring being displayed on said first display means (2); and 

second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second 
display means having a larger display screen (4A. 4B) than that of said first display means (2), 
information including an operation plan and actual operation results of said plant being displayed on 
said second display means (4). 

a A plant operating and monitoring apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein parameter Information of said 
plant Is also displayed on said second display means (4). 

9. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) and first display means (2) 
for operating a plant, first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform manipulation or 
monitoring being displayed on said first display means; and 

a plurality of second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), each 
of said plurality of second display means (4) having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said 
first display means (2), image information of a field being displayed on one of said plurality of second 
display means, devices forming said plant being installed in said field. 

10. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) and first display means (2) 
for operating a plant, first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform manipulation or 
monitoring being displayed on said first display means (2); and 

a plurality of second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), each 
of said plurality of second display means (4) having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said 
first display means (2), second plant information being so displayed as to spread over said plurality of 
second display means. (2). 

11. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) and first display means (2) 
for operating a plant, first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform manipulation or 
monitoring being displayed on said first display means (2); and 

second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second 
display means (4) having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said first display means (2), 
information including said first plant Information being displayed on said second display means (4). 

12. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) and first display means (2) 
for operating a plant; 

second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second 
display means (4) having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said first display means (2); 
first display data producing means (8A - 8G) for producing short-period information needed for plant 
operation on the basis of either plant data or said plant data and results of manipulation supplied from 
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manipulating means (3) installed on a manipulating panel (1) and for outputting said short-period 
information to said first display means (2); and 

second display data producing means (7A, 78) for producing information of a period longer than that of 
said short-period information and for outputting said long-period information to said second display 
means (4). 

13. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) for operating a plant and first 
display means (2) for displaying first plant information needed for an operator (5) to psrform 
manipulation or monitoring; 

second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second 
display means (4) having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said first display means (2), 
second plant information for making it possible to grasp peripheral plant situation including a manipu- 
lated subject of manipulation or a subject of monitoring being displayed on said second display means 
(4): 

a backup panel (40) of safety system allowing manipulation relating to the safety of plant; and 
a backup panel (41) of normal system allowing manipulation relating to normal operation of the plant, 
said backup panel (40) of safety system and said backup panel (41 ) of normal system being juxtaposed 
with said second display means (4A, 4B). 

14. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (2) for operating a plant and first 
display means (3) for displaying first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform 
manipulation or monitoring; 

a backup monitoring panel comprising second display means (4), said second display means being 
placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second display means (4) having a 
larger display screen (4A. 4B) than that of said first display means (2), second plant information for 
making it possible to grasp peripheral plant situation including a manipulated subject of manipulation or 
a subject of monitoring being displayed on said second display means (4), the radius of curvature of 
said backup monitoring panel being not smaller than that of said manipulating and monitoring panel. 

15. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) for operating a plant and first 
display means (2) for displaying first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform 
manipulation or monitoring; 

second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second 
display means (4) having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said first display means (2), 
second plant information for making it possible to grasp peripheral plant situation including a manipu- 
lated subject of manipulation or a subject of monitoring being displayed on said second display means 
(4); and 

said first display means (2) displaying said first plant information hierarchically. 

16. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1) including manipulating means (3) for operating a plant and first 
display means (2) for displaying first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform 
manipulation or monitoring; 

second display means (4) placed behind said manipulating and monitoring panel (1), said second 
display means having a larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said first display means (2), second 
plant information for making it possible to grasp peripheral plant situation including a manipulated 
subject of manipulation or a subject of monitoring being displayed on said second display means (4); 
said second plant information including a mechanical system diagram of said plant 

17. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus according to Claim 16, wherein the mechanical system 
diagram is stored in an optical disk device (98). 

18. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus according to Claim 16, further comprising retrieving means 
(97) capable of scrolling said mechanical system diagram and retrieving data continuously. 
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19. A plant operating and monitoring apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating and monitoring panel (1 ) including manipulating means (3) for operating a plant and first 
display means (2) for displaying first plant information needed for an operator (5) to perform 
manipulation or monitoring; 

a backup monitoring panel comprising second display means (4), said second display means (4) being 
placed behind said manipulating and monitoring pane! (1), said second display means (4) having a 
larger display screen (4A, 4B) than that of said first display means (2), second plant information for 
making it possible to grasp peripheral plant situation including a manipulated subject of manipulation or 
a subject of monitoring being displayed on said second display means (4); 

a maintenance diagnostic device (95) for making a maintenance diagnosis on said plant, manipulation 
guide outputted from said maintenance diagnostic device (95) being displayed on said first display 
means (2) and/or said second display means. 

20. An apparatus for operating and monitoring a plant, comprising: 

manipulating means (3) for providing the plant with manipulating signals to operate the plant; 
first display data producing means (8A - 8G) responsive to information supplied from said plant and a 
manipulating signal of said manipulating means (3) to produce first display data needed for operation of 
the plant changing every moment; 

first disptay means (2) for displaying information relating to the operation of said plant on the basis of 
data supplied from said first display data producing means (8A - 8G); 

second display data producing means (7A, 7B) responsive to information supplied from said plant and a 
manipulating signal of said manipulating means (3) to produce second display data needed for 
monitoring said plant; and 

second display means (4) for displaying information relating to monitoring of said plant on a display 
screen (4A, 4B) larger than that of said first display means (2) on the basis of data supplied from said 
second display data producing means (7 A, 7B). 

21. An apparatus for operating and monitoring a plant, comprising: 

manipulating means (3) for providing the plant with manipulating signals to operate the plant, 
first display data producing means (8A - 8G) responsive to information supplied from said plant and a 
manipulating signal of said manipulating means (3) to produce first display data needed for operation of 
the plant changing every moment; 

first display means (2) for displaying information relating to the operation of said plant on the basts of 
data supplied from said first display data producing means (8A - 8G); 

second display data producing means (7 A, 7B) responsive to information supplied from said plant and a 
manipulating signal of said manipulating means (3) to produce second disptay data needed for 
monitoring said plant, 

second display means (4) for displaying information relating to monitoring of said plant on a display 
screen (4A, 4B) larger than that of said first display means (2) on the basis of data supplied from said 
second display data producing means (7A, 7B); 

third display data producing means (43) responsive to information supplied from said plant and a 
manipulating signal of said manipulating means (3) to produce third display data needed for safe 
operation of said plant; 

safe operation backup means (40) for making possible manipulation relating to safe operation of said 
plant on the basis of data supplied from said third display data producing means (43); 
fourth display data producing means (44) responsive to information supplied from said plant and a 
manipulating signal of said manipulating means (3) to produce fourth display data needed for normal 
operation of said plant; and 

normal operation backup means (41 ) for making possible manipulation relating to normal operation of 
said plant on the basis of data supplied from said fourth display data producing means (44). 
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FIG. 5 
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FIG. II 
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FIG. 19 
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